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Global Feedback Report
UNI ScholarWorks: Institutional Repository at the University of Northern Iowa
July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021
The repository ties directly to the strategic goals of UNI by illustrating student success. It is one
of the few things that clearly demonstrates the value and global reach of all parts of the
university.
UNI ScholarWorks approaches 2 million global downloads! UNI’s institutional repository is a
significant tool in demonstrating the reach and impact of programs and departments at the
University of Northern Iowa. The repository is currently receiving 3,000 downloads per day and
90,000 downloads per month and as the system grows these rates will continue to increase.
A wide variety of content is found in UNI ScholarWorks, ranging from journals to conferences to
image galleries to books developed through course assignments to undergraduate honors
program theses to graduate theses and dissertations.
The entire university community together is creating an important resource for a global
audience. The system metrics provide information about individual works. In addition, we
receive feedback from people from all over the world about how specific works have impacted
and helped them.
A dissertation, “A study of college student attitudes and behaviors related to recycling,”
by a student in the Department of Technology is the most downloaded thesis/dissertation
located in the repository with 21,000 global downloads since its posting in 2015 (download
number retrieved 4/1/2021).

The global input listed below was collected from responses to a feedback form that is found
throughout the repository. The form asks permission so the library can share the submitter's
story. The form also requests the link to the resource the person is commenting on, therefore
we can often link feedback to a specific resource within the repository.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Feedback received on 5/6/2021 for a Graduate Student Work, Graduate Research Paper,
Division of School Library Studies, Department of Curriculum and Instruction, College of
Education.
A graduate student from Simmons University says,”I am a graduate student using this
research to support my work on a project for a Library and Information Sciences
program. Thank you!"

School library circulation records: What do they reveal about boys' reading preferences?,
by Chelsea Sims, 2012
[Graduate Research Paper | Division of School Library Studies, Department of
Curriculum and Instruction | Advisor: Jean Donham | 870 global downloads since
it was posted in March, 2015] (download number retrieved 5/7/2021).
Feedback received on 5/4/2021 for a Graduate Student Work, Graduate Research Paper,
Department of Educational Psychology, Foundations, and Leadership Studies, College of
Education.
A student says,”I used a paper for my baccalaureate final project. I really appreciate
open access. It helped me so much. Thank you."
Play therapy with adults, by Lisa Heiden, 2008
[Graduate Research Paper | Department of Educational Psychology,
Foundations, and Leadership Studies, College of Education | Advisor: Darcie A.
Davis-Gage | 656 global downloads since it was posted in June, 2019] (download
number retrieved 5/7/2021).
Feedback received on 5/2/2021 for an article out of the Proceedings of the Iowa Academy of
Science.
A researcher says,”This source has impacted and benefited me in a positive way."
Two New Infusoria (Protozoa) from Iowa, by Robert L. King (1931)
[Journal Article | Proceedings of the Academy of Science | Iowa Academy of
Science, Director, Craig, Johnson | 14 global downloads since it was posted in
January, 2019] (download number retrieved on 5/3/2021).
Journals:
●
●

Journal of the Iowa Academy of Science | 26,419 global downloads
(download number retrieved 5/3/2021).
Proceedings of the Iowa Academy of Science |160,326 global downloads
(download number retrieved 5/3/2021)

Feedback received on 4/16/2021 for an article out of the Proceedings of the Iowa Academy of
Science.
A geology educator states, “This was the only information I could find on the internet
about the source of the world famous St. Peter Sandstone. I plan to visit outcrops of this
industrial important formation soon.”

The Origin of the St. Peter Sandstone, by Arthur C. Trowbridge (1917)
[Journal Article | Proceedings of the Academy of Science | Iowa Academy of
Science, Director, Craig, Johnson | 8 global downloads since it was posted in
March 2018] (download number retrieved on 4/17/2021).
Journals
●
●

Journal of the Iowa Academy of Science | 25,988 global downloads
(download number retrieved 4/17/2021).
Proceedings of the Iowa Academy of Science |157,538 global downloads
(download number retrieved 4/17/2021).

Feedback received on 4/6/2021 for an article out of the Proceedings of the Iowa Academy of
Science.
An Australian researcher says, “I am a agricultural researcher based in Australia who is
interested in early studies of cereal physiology, in this case oats. Often the early works
establish important foundations for current understanding of cereal biology but, dating to
a pre-digital era, these can be hard to access. Being able to easily access such seminal
research from your institution is a wonderful thing. Many thanks.”
Photoperiodism in Oats, by S.C. Wiggans and K. J. Frey (1955)
[Journal Article | Proceedings of the Academy of Science | Iowa Academy of
Science, Director, Craig, Johnson | 66 global downloads since it was posted in
March 2018] (download number retrieved on 4/7/2021).
Journals
●
●

Journal of the Iowa Academy of Science | 25,704 global downloads
(download number retrieved 4/7/2021).
Proceedings of the Iowa Academy of Science |155,366 global downloads
(download number retrieved 4/7/2021).

Feedback received on 4/4/2021 for an Undergraduate Student Work, Honors Program Thesis,
Department of Mathematics, College of Arts, Humanities, and Sciences.
A student at a school in Pennsylvania says, “I go to school in PA, but access to a
particular master's thesis about radically inclusive math classrooms led to very thoughtful
and proactive discussion in my undergrad education class. I clicked the link because I
saw it was a PDF and I knew I would have immediate access. So thanks!”

How to create a radically inclusive math classroom with regards to gender and
sexual orientation, by Alexa DeVore (2020)
[Honors Program Thesis | Department of Mathematics, College of Arts,
Humanities, and Sciences | Advisor: Catherine Miller | 152 global downloads
since it was posted in May 2020] (download number retrieved on 4/5/2021).
Feedback received on 4/1/2021 for an article out of the Journal of the Iowa Academy of
Science.
A researcher states, “I used an article
(https://scholarworks.uni.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2358&context=jias) from the
Journal of the Iowa Academy of Science as a source for the Wikipedia article on the
lichen Punctelia punctilla.Thanks for making obscure knowledge buried away in
hard-to-access journals freely available!”
Current Status of Lichen Diversity in Iowa, by James T. Colbert (2011)
[Journal Article | Journal of the Iowa Academy of Science | Iowa Academy of
Science, Director, Craig, Johnson | 110 global downloads since it was posted in
April 2018] (download number retrieved 4/1/2021).
Journals
●
●

Journal of the Iowa Academy of Science | 25,579 global downloads
(download number retrieved 4/1/2021).
Proceedings of the Iowa Academy of Science |154,066 global downloads
(download number retrieved 4/1/2021).

Feedback received on 3/3/2021 for an Undergraduate Student Work, Honors Program Thesis,
Department of Special Education, College of Education.
A Columbian graduate student in a masters in Science de l'Education program at a
University located in France, says "I'm a special education teacher and I'm interested to
contribute to the improvement of inclusive education in my country. I've found this
research on the internet and I found very interesting the definitions made by the author
according to different perspectives. It helped me to clarify some ideas. Thank you for the
open access."
How inclusion is defined and implemented in elementary classrooms, by Bailey
Jo Wright (2015)

[Honors Program Thesis | Department of Special Education, College of
Education | Advisor: Danielle Cowley | 4,780 global downloads since it was
posted in March 2016] (download number retrieved on 4/1/2021).
Feedback received on 2/24/2021 for an Undergraduate Student Work, Honors Program Thesis,
Department of Educational Psychology, Foundations, and Leadership Studies, College of
Education.
A user states, “Having access to this scholarly work has allowed me to process my
experience in my own time and place; separate from a therapy setting. Thank you.”
Determining and addressing the needs of transracial racial Korean adoptees in
higher education, by Alison Yoo-Jung-Kim Dickinson (2019)
[Honors Program Thesis | Department of Educational Psychology and
Foundations | Advisor: Kristin Woods, Director, Student Success & Retention,
Student Affairs | 310 global downloads since it was posted in July 2019]
(download number retrieved on 4/1/2021).
Feedback received on 2/10/2021 for a Faculty publication, Department of Communication and
Media, College of Humanities, Arts, and Sciences.
A user states, “I live in the capitol city of Olympia, Washington. It has made the national
news lately as an epicenter of Trumpian insurgency and the antifa response, as well as
Black Lives Matter protests and a deep problem with homelessness (in part because the
city is hammered by the social impacts of Seattle, and in part because there is a strong
humanitarian community that refuses to allow the homeless to be driven out of town as a
coping strategy). As a political culture, the city struggles mightily with the disconnect
between its self-image as a seat of niceness and progressivism, and the realities of how
badly hammered the city has been by the convergence of historical forces that came to a
head in 2020. The mayor of the city has become a focal point because she exemplifies
the performance of clueless nice whiteness as an exercise of power and seems
genuinely puzzled by the very strong reactions she evokes in people who are struggling
against marginalization. I recently attended a zoom city council meeting that was a
textbook example of the clash of civic cultures being experienced by many cities today,
and wanted to find a way to conceptualize and explain this to the council members. I
found exactly what I needed in the review of scholarship written in 2019 by C Kyle
Rudick and Danielle E McGeough, "Toward a Performative Understanding of
Politeness." I sincerely hope they will turn toward the study of civic practices as a way to
apply their theoretical framework, and that they will consider writing for a popular
audience to help the public make sense of the profound struggle to reframe civic culture
that is going on in small local governments all over the nation right now.” and “thanks for
making scholarship available on Creative Commons. There are many independent

scholars who can apply scholarship and want to stay current, but are frustrated by the
institutional walls around information.”
Works in UNI ScholarWorks - University of Northern Iowa UNI ScholarWorks
Faculty Publications Department of Communication Studies 2019 Toward a
Performative Understanding of Politeness C. Kyle Rudick University of Northern
Iowa Danielle E. McGeough University of Northern Iowa
Feedback received on 1/12/2021 for a Malcolm Price Laboratory School Yearbook, University
Archives.
A former student states, “Some of my most fond memories were created while
attending the Lab school. To be able to go back on this site and relive those brings a
happy smile to my day.”
1967 Malcolm Price Laboratory School Yearbook
[Book | Malcolm Price Laboratory School | University Archives | 104 global
downloads since it was posted in March 2019] (download number retrieved
4/1/2021).
Feedback received on 1/11/2021 for a 2008 Panther Football Athletic Media Guide, University
Archives.
An alum states, “I was able to find old documents and relive old memories.”
2008 University of Northern Iowa Panther Football Media Guide
[Book | UNI Athletics | University Archives | 246 global downloads since it was
posted in November 2018] (download number retrieved on 4/1/2021).
Feedback received on 12/14/2020 for an Open Educational Resource - Lesson Plan, Tallgrass
Prairie Center, Department of Biology, College of Humanities, Arts, and Sciences.
A faculty member from the Prairie Creek Organization located a Tallgrass Prairie Lesson
Plan and states, "I used "The Incredible Carbon Journey" with my class of 4th and 5th
graders and they LOVED it. They asked to play it for weeks at PE. They came away
with a much deeper understanding of the carbon cycle, soil, and the role of the carbon
cycle in climate change. For our recent coding theme, I made an on-line version of the
game for my kids to play while we are in virtual learning.
https://scratch.mit.edu/projects/459258441/. Thank you for sharing your work with me."
Incredible Carbon Journey, by Tallgrass Prairie Center (2017)

[Lesson Plan | Open Education Resource | Tallgrass Prairie Center | 331 global
downloads since it was posted in Oct 2017] (download number retrieved
4/1/2021).
Feedback received on 12/13/2020 for a Graduate Student Work, Thesis, Department of
Geography, College of Social and Behavioral Sciences.
A high school student from the Netherlands located a thesis from UNI's Department of
Geography and says, "Every senior in the Netherlands has to write a research paper of
at least 25 pages. I chose to do mine about gerrymandering and how it effects the
election in the USA. In my country, we do not have gerrymandering as it is small enough
to not need voting districts. This article provided some much needed detail about the
history of gerrymandering in the USA".
The erosion of democracy: Gerrymandering in the United States, by Matthew P.
Ruiz (2019)
[Thesis | Department of Geography, College of Social and Behavioral Sciences |
Advisor: Lisa Millsaps | 1,438 global downloads since it was posted in May 2019]
(download number retrieved 4/1/2021).
Feedback received on 11/12/2020 for a Photograph, University Archives, UNI Panther Athletics,
Mens Golf.
A user states, “It has allowed me to find a photo I was looking for in regards to the
UNI golf course history.”
1983 maintenance shed by Bill Witt
[Photograph | University Archives | UNI Panther Athletics | Mens Gold | 7 global
downloads since it was posted in March 2019 (download number retrieved
4/1/2021).
Feedback received on 11/12/2020 for a Graduate Student Work, Thesis, Department of
Educational Psychology, Foundations, and Leadership Studies, College of Education.
A graduate student states, "The resource helped me with an assignment for graduate
school, in which I'm in a program for higher education, student affairs at a Christian
university."
Student affairs approaches to religion and spirituality in U.S. public higher
education" by Kayla Stafford (2017)

[Thesis | Department of Educational Leadership and Postsecondary Education,
College of Education, | Advisor: Michael Waggoner | 1,400 global downloads
since it was posted in August 2017 (download number retrieved 4/1/2021).
Feedback received on 10/25/2020 for a Graduate Student Work, Thesis, Department of
Communication and Media, College of Humanities, Arts, and Sciences.
A user says, “I have a podcast, and we are so appreciative to be able to research
using the articles provided.”
Behind the mask: An analysis of women's perceptions and rationale toward the
purchase and use of anti-aging products, Clair Maureen William (2013)
[Thesis | Department of Communication Studies, College of Humanities, Arts,
and Sciences | Advisor: April Chatham-Carpenter | 3295 global downloads since
it was posted in February 2015] (download number retrieved 4/1/2021).
Feedback received on 10/2/2020 for a Graduate Student Work, Graduate Research Paper,
Educational Leadership, Counseling, and Postsecondary Education, College of Education.
A post graduate level individual states, “I read a piece on introversion and extraversion
and it helped me coalesce some ideas I had regarding my own mental health problems
(a trauma that had implanted, as it were, a false extraverted attitude on my natural
intraversion and the negative consequences of that). It helped explain a lot.”
Introversion : relationship with mental well-being, by Elizabeth A. Balder (2007)
[Graduate Research Paper | Educational Leadership, Counseling, and
Postsecondary Education, College of Education | Advisor: Darcie A. Davis-Gage
| 2,657 global downloads since it was posted in September 2018] (download
number retrieved 4/1/2021).
Feedback received on 09/08/2020 for a Graduate Student Work, Graduate Research Paper,
Division of School Library Studies, Department of Curriculum and Instruction, College of
Education.
A high school teacher in North Carolina states, “I teach high school in North Carolina and
I'm always looking for books to recommend to my reluctant readers. This year I have a
student who's very outdoorsy and loves hunting, but I know very little about his hobbies.
Leann Suddon's list of hunting books was immensely helpful. I can't imagine how much
work went into making this list but THANK YOU!”
101 books for youth that feature hunters & hunting, by Leann Seddon (2013)

[Graduate Research Paper | Division of School Library Studies, Department of
Curriculum and Instruction, College of Education | Advisor: Karla Krueger | 7,941
global downloads since it was posted in February 2015 (download number
retrieved on 4/1/2021).

Report submitted by Ellen Neuhaus, Digital Scholarship Librarian
Rod Library, University of Northern Iowa

[This library report was prepared by the Digital Scholarship Librarian at the University of
Northern Iowa as part of assessment efforts demonstrating the reach and impact of departments
and programs at the University of Northern Iowa. The global input is related to specific works
found in UNI's institutional repository, UNI ScholarWorks (http://www.scholarworks.uni.edu).]
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